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JANUARY 12, 2018 

 
830 WATER TOWER ROAD 

 
The developers proposing a 120 unit housing complex at 830 Watertower Road hosted a public 
meeting on Tuesday, January 9th.  Their proposal requires the property to be rezoned and the 
Planning Commission will be reviewing the rezoning request at their January 17th, meeting. 
 

ICE RINK OPEN 
 
The public ice rink in Hemlock park is open!!  Enjoy! 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLANNING 
 

City Departments are undergoing the process of planning for future capital expenditures.  Careful 
consideration is given to all requests for projects, equipment and resources that have a useful life of 
more than 5 years and cost greater than $5,000.  The State requires all municipalities to have a six 
year Capital Improvement Plan. 
 

 
LIBRARY 

 
On January 16th, 3-4 p.m. and January 18th, 4-5 p.m., the library will have the construction system, 
K’Nex, available for kids and parents to build some structures.  It is designed for 5-12 year olds, but 
this building system consists of interlocking plastic rods, connectors, blocks, gears, wheels, and 
other components, which can be pieced together to form a wide variety of models, machines, and 
architectural structures.  (K’Nex in many ways is similar to the fun you can have building things with 
tinker toys, Lincoln logs, and Legos.) 
 
The Festival of the Arts booklets will be available at the library and around Big Rapids on Tuesday, 
January 18th.   The registration for all classes that are taking place during the Festival of the Arts will 
be handled exclusively at the library.  Starting January 18th, you can call and reserve your space for 
a class and if there is a registration fee, it must be paid in person at the library at time of 
registration.  (Checks and cash only.) 
 
Two of the library’s programs were featured in the monthly newsletter/magazine, “Talk of the Town” 
this month.  The 1000 Books Before Kindergarten and the library’s Homebound Services are expertly 
described and we’re very happy for the publicity on these library programs that community members 
might not know about. 
 
There is a new book club that will be hosted at the library.  The Going Global Book Club’s first 
meeting in Big Rapids will be on Tuesday, January 23rd at 6 p.m.  This book club focuses on books 
(fiction and narrative nonfiction) that explore different countries and cultures.  It will meet every third 
Tuesday of the month.  The January selection is “The White Tiger” by Aravind Adiga. 
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All of us in Michigan are happy to celebrate the 13th birthday of MeLCat, the state’s resource-sharing 
system that provides access to several million items for library patrons to borrow.  When a book, 
music CD or movie is not in our library’s collection or is checked out for another three weeks, check 
MeLCat to see if you can borrow it from another Michigan library.  MeLCat certainly is an 
unbelievable resource to all library patrons in Michigan.  The Big Rapids Community Library is 
pleased to take part in this program.  
 

PARKS AND REC 
 

• Coed volleyball registration is closed. The season will begin with a scrimmage this Sunday, 
January 14th. Games are played on Sundays at Big Rapids Middle School. 

 
• Daddy Daughter Dance registration is open. The dance will take place on Friday, February 

16th from 7-9pm at Big Rapids Middle School. Cost is $7 per person. Participants can mail 
or drop off registration to City Hall.  
 

ROBEN HOOD AIRPORT 
 

Operation Good Cheer:  Held annually on the 1st Saturday of December, the airport hosted this event 
which benefits foster youth.  Eagle Village and 3 area DHS agencies brought in a boatload of great 
food and volunteers, pilots arrived from Pontiac in planes loaded with gifts for kids in our region and 
a very good time was had by all.  Twenty planes participated with Roben Hood Airport as their 
destination. 
 
New Equipment:  December saw the arrival of a new snow broom for the Airport.  It is a large piece 
of equipment and does its job extremely well.  Seven employees (Airport & DPW) are trained for 
operations.  The consensus is, “Bring on the snow”! 
 
By the Numbers:  Dec 1 – Dec 31 
Jet / Turbo Prop Operations:    20 (Local businesses, charters, Nat’l Guard) 
Student Pilot Operations:          28 
Resident Pilots / AeroMed:       34 
Other Operations:              79  (Operation Good Cheer, fuel stop, visiting family, pipeline 
patrol,              FSU, restaurants)  
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

In the last week, the Police Division responded to 80 calls for service.  There were no real calls of 
significance to report. 
 
For the 2017 year, the Police Division responded to 4,302 calls for service.  This is up 323 complaints 
from 2016.  Although complaints were up, the number of reportable complaints stayed roughly the 
same.   
 
In the last week, the Fire Division responded to 30 calls for service.  On Thursday fire personnel 
assisted with the fire academy.  Topics covered for the class were water supply and fire 
suppression.  Class will resume Saturday for a day of practical skills.  
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Members of the department considered 2017 a successful year and are looking forward to growing 
as a department and continuing to provide the service and protection we do to the citizens of our 
community. 
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Violations: 
  
 (3)  Blight   (2)  Disabled Vehicles 
 (1)  Furniture   (2)  Garbage & Rubbish 
 (7)  Parking   (1)  Permits 
 (2)  Sidewalks / Streets 

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 
 
DPW:  STREETS  –  
 

• Plowed snow: streets, alleys, parking lots, Airport, sidewalks 
• Sanded and salted streets and parking lots 
• Checked sewers, jetted, call-ins 
• Checked frost depths  
• Picked up Christmas trees 
• Plowed snow dump 

 
DPW:  PARKS – 
 

• Opened and cleaned City Hall restroom daily 
• Repaired men's toilet at City Hall  
• Took Christmas tree down  
• Picked up trash in parks and downtown  
• Plowed snow 
• Sanded and painted picnic table boards  
• Picked up broken trash bags on Water Tower Road 
• Cleaned Christmas decorated windows at City Hall  

MAIN MAINTENANCE -   
 

• MISS Digs  
• Shut offs/ons 
• Meter reads, re-reads, final reads 
• Meter changeouts 
 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT- 
Safety topic: Know What’s Below: Call 811 Before You Dig. 

• Checked generators. 
• Ran customer samples. 
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• Checked cathodic protection. 
• Plowed snow at plant, well house, HMC, and water towers.   
• Removed snow from front sidewalk. 
• Repaired plumbing leak at the chlorine analyzer at the State Street booster station. 
• Cleaned and buffed floors at the plant. 
• Worked with Steve O. to inspect our backflow preventers at the plant and booster station. 
• Calibrated the chlorine analyzers. 
• Worked with Jay and Don at the well house to correct an issue with our mag meters (flow 

rates). 
 

 
Mark Gifford, City Manager 


